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. lity, cannot find dearly expreſſed either the Trizity or Incarnation ? 


(2) 

fignifies a (trict 7dentiryor Unity of Subſtance, as the Church of England 
hojds, not a meer Moral Union, as many Learned Arians and others 
will have it, andas we all confeſs the ſame word fignifies in S. Foh-, 
Chap. 17. Ver. 2:. where our Lord Prays that all Believers may be 
Oze, as heand his Father are Oze ; where certainly he cannot be ſup. 
poſed to mean Oze in Subſtance. In what Verſethen and Chapter in 
Scripture have we theſe or the like words, The word Ore in the 
I Epiſt, of S, Fubz, Item in S. Fohn's Goſpel, ſignifies a ſtrift Iden- 
tity; which notwithſtanding I conceive ought to be, if all Neceſſa- 
ries to Salvation be clearly contained in Scripture. Now if the Be- 
lief of a Trinity be not neceſſary to Salvation, I deſire it may be 
clearly owned in theſe cr the like words : *7 not neceſſary for Sal. 
vation to bulieve Three Perſons and One God, notwithſtanding the Creed of 
S. Athanaſius, ard Defirition of the Firſt Council of Nice, when the Church 
wa in her Purity not the leaſt corrupted, | | 

.- Again, Is the Belief of the Incarnation neceſſary for Salvation ? 
Where is it clearly expreſſed in Scripture ? You refer me to S. Joh 
Chap. 1. The Word i made Fleſh. But you know that many Learned 
Men, Neſtorizs and others, denied that word to ſignifie a ſtrict Incar- 
nation, but either a Moral Union, or a meer external appearance of a . 
Man, as thoſe who held © brit not to have a real but a phantaſtick 
Body. Now be pleaſed to ſhew me in what Verſe or Chapter it is 
clearly expreſſed, that the ſaid words ſignifie a ſtrict Incarnation. 
But if you deny the Belief of this Myſtery to be neceſflary to Salvation, 
own it, for our Satisfaction, in theſe or the like words : 1t 2s not ne- 


eſſary for Salvation to believe, that the Second Perſon of the Bleſſed Tri. 


z2ity was made true Man, And if the Belief of neither 77im1ty nor [ncar- 


zation are necellary, ſhew me what is,and where expreſled in Scripture, 


Then in order to Practice, I deſire to know whether it be neceſſary 
to Salvation, to keep holy the Lord's-Day, that is, Sunday and not Sa- 
turday. If it be, | deſire to know in what Chapter and Verſe it is clear- 
ly contained in Scripture ; asalſo where the Abrogation of the Satur- 
aay is clearly exprefied. If it be not neceſſary for Salvation to keep 
holy the-Lord's-Day, I deſire your Warrant for it in theſe or the like 
terms : It #5 not neceſſary to keep holy the Lord's Day, that ts, Sunday. 
If you ſay that every one is only bound to believe what is clear to 
him in Scripture, reading it with Sincerity and Humility, then I muſt 
delire to know, What if Lreading Scripture Sincerely and with Hum. 


will 


- Ar 


(3) 
will-it not be neceſſary for the Salvation of my Soul to believe theſe 
two Myſteries ? | | 
Put the Caſe I have recourſe (as Þy theſe I have) to Church-Gniaes, 
and they tell me I muſt believe thoſe Myſteries : is it neceſſary 1 be- 
lieve theſe Guides ? If it be, then Scripture alone is. not clear in Ne- 
cefſaries to Salvation ; for here I am obliged to believe whar is not 


clear to me in Scripture. Again, am I bound to keep holy Sunday, tho 


I find no Precept for it in Scripture, and not Saterday, tho I find an 
expreſs Command for it, no-where Abrogated in Scripture, hecauſe 
my Guides tell me I muſt do ſo? if I muſt, then Guides are neceilfary 
to Salvation, and Scripture alone without them is not ſufficient. Be 
pleaſed to own this Propoſition—Scriptere alone 7s not ſufficient, with- 
out Guzaes to Tnterp-et it, If notwithſtanding my Guaes I am not bound 
to believe either 7r;zity or Iucarnation, or obſerve Sunday, then t muſt 
beg of you to warrant with your Authority theſe words : 1 azz not 
bound ro keep holy the Lord's- Day or Sunday, tho re Guides of the Church 
tell me I muſt, if I cannot find it clearly in Scripture. 

But you l] tell me, That Neceſlaries to Salvation are either clear in 
Scripture, or evidently deduced out of Scripture. Very well. Aſſign 
_=_ theſe Neceſlaries, and deduce them out of Scripture ; ſhew the 

erſe and Chapter from whence is evidently deduced an Obligation to 


' keep holy Sunday and not Saturday. Again, the Evidenceof that De- 


ductioniseither had immediately from the meer.reading of Scripture, 
without help of Gmides, and then I deſire to ſee the Places from whence 
theſe Necefſaries are evidently inferr'd'; or it cannot be had but by 

the help of Grace, and then the Scripture alone 1s not ſufficient. 
Secoraly, But if all Neceſlaries to Salvation be not clear enough in 
Scripture to be underſtood without an Interpreter, then it,will be ne- 
ceſlary to know whoand where the Interpreter is. If you remit me to 
the Deciſion of the true Church, it will be neceſſary to know which 
is that Church. If you tell me all Chriſtian Churches joyned together, 
then it follows that I am baound'to believe nothing but what all Chri- 
ſtians agree in; for what they diſagree in, cannot be the Sentiment or 
Deciſion of the whole Church, but only of a part of it. I am nor 
then obliged to believe the Trinity; for the Arians, tho Chriſtians, 
deny it. 1 amnot obliged to believe the /ncarnation, for many Corilti- 
ans deny that Chriſt was God made Man by a ſtrict Incarnation, but 
only by a Moral Union; that is, he was a Man who had the &4nthority 
of God as his ?lenipotentiary, and the like, Now then let ne know 
whe © 48 Mack 
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(4) 


on what all Chriſtians agree, and let me have your Warrant that I am 


' bound to. believe neither the Trinity nor Incarnation, nor any thing 


wherein all Chriſtians do not agree. Now if you tell me Tamobliged 
to ſfand to the Determination of one particular Church, or ſome and 
not all, tell me which, and why that or thoſe more than others ? What 


. Church, for Example, were particular Perſons bound to follow Two 


hundred years ago, before the Reformation ? 

conceive, an Anſwer to theſe Doubts abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Salvation of my Soul. For how can I be Saved, if I know nct what 
is neceſſary thereunto? I need not ſay a fatisfattory one, for no 
other can flow from your Learned and vertuous Pens; I only fear 
that ſome Pin-feather'd Divine, out of an itch to appear in Print may 
prevent yours, and put me off with a Flim-flam , or an uncharita- 
ble Jeer, or Railing againſt ſome particular Church he may fancy me 
to be of, which is nothing to my purpoſe, who ſeek where I may find 
ſecurely Neceſſaries to Salvation, not where I cannot find them. This 
would be alſo prejudicial to the Church of England; for when Men 
ſceDoubts ſo ſincerely and ſubmiſſively Propoſed, Anſwered only with 
Jeers, Railing and InveCtives, or omitted and let paſs, as not deſerving 
an Anſwer, they muſt needs doubt of the Learning, as well as of whe 
Vertueand Charity of their Leaders. 


Now were the Satisfaction There deſire, intended for my ſelf alone, 


it might have ſeemed more proper to have made my Addreſs in parti- 
cular to ſome one of your Reverend and Learned Body ; but foraſ- 
much as it concerns ſo many others, and, as I perſuade my ſelf, will 
proveextremely beneficial to Religion, it being the ſureſt, nay only 
way toendthe many Controverſies of this Age, I am forced to deſire of 


you, whoſe high Character obliges you to a Zeal of Souls, a publick, 
and withall aſpeedy Anſwer, by which you will highly olige, 
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LONDON, Printed for Randal Taylor, 1688. 
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